World Environment Day is observed to inspire worldwide awareness and
action to protect our environment. The United National Assembly established World
Environment Day in 1972. It was first observed in 1974 in US with the theme 'Only
One Earth'. World Environment Day is globally celebrated on June 5 annually by
about hundred countries.
This year Pakistan is to host World Environment Day 2021. The theme for this
year is Ecosystem Restoration, with a special focus on creating a good relationship
with nature. Ecosystem restoration can take many forms: Growing trees, greening
cities, rewilding gardens, changing diets or cleaning up rivers and coasts.
What is Ecosystem Restoration?
Ecosystem restoration means assisting in the recovery of ecosystems that have been
degraded or destroyed, as well as conserving the ecosystems. Healthier ecosystems,
with richer biodiversity, yield greater benefits such as more fertile soils, bigger yields
of timber and fish, and larger stores of greenhouse gases.
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Some of the initiates taken by Government of Maharashtra for Environment
protection are highlighted below:
1. Majhi Vasundhara Abhiyan: Majhi
Vasundhara Abhiyan is the first initiative
under My Earth which focuses on identifying
potential action points under the five
elements of nature (Panchamahabuta) for
the betterment of the environment for the
local bodies in Maharashtra. The initiative
enables corporates to be a part of a change
that is building a better tomorrow. The
abhiyan was launched by Honorable
Minister Tourism, Environment and Climate
Change on 2nd October 2020. The
Environment
and
Climate
Change
Department , Govt. of Maharashtra has
taken up a holistic initiative, Majhi
Vasundhara (My Earth), to make citizen
aware of the impacts of climate change and
environmental issues and to encourage them
to make a conscious effort towards the
improvement of the environment.
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Abhiyan include enhancement of green
cover and biodiversity, building solid waste
management infrastructure, taking steps for
water conservation, improving energy
efficiency,
implementing
awareness
programmes and getting citizens to take the
Majhi Vasundhara e-pledge to show their
commitment
towards
protecting
the
environment. These tasks have been spread
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2. Western Ghat Development Programme:
To create awareness about Western Ghats
which is ecologically diverse & sensitive
region, Environment Department initiated
scheme in October, 2010 which aims at
formulating special Eco-clubs Under Western
Ghats Development Programme. This
scheme is being implemented in Western
Ghats regions of the State i.e. 63 Talukas of
12 districts. These special Eco-clubs focuses
on the local environmental issues based
action work as well as carry out local
environmental explorations.

3. Environmental balanced prosperous
village development scheme (Gramothathan
campaign):
Gramothathan campaign has been started to
bring sustainable village development in the
state on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee
Year of the establishment of Maharashtra
State. This scheme is being implemented on
the village level through Gram Panchayat.
This development is expected by people's
initiatives, in the financial, technical and
administrative
collaboration
of
the
government in the three areas of Physical,
Livelihood.
An important principle in
sustainable rural development is that in
order to create high-quality copies of the
material at one place in the village, it should
be considered beforehand that how natural
resources can be used to maintain a
sustainable environment.
Increasing the population of the day and the
loss of natural resources is going down, so
many topics like 'Global Warming' are being
rooted. The need of the hour is to create an
affluent and
prosperous village by
conserving, saving and protecting the
environment, so the Government started the
Environmental Balanced Village Scheme in
the
year
2010-11Wastewater Management, Solid Waste
Management,
Non-renewable
energy,
Yashwant Panchayat Raj campaign, Sant
Gadagebaba
Gramsvacchatta
Abhiyan,
Plastics restriction is less than 50 microns
thickness, Tree planting & Tree culture are
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implanted in the scheme.
4. State Lake Conservation Plan: Yamai lake
Charlotte lake, Hanuman lake, Sonegaon
lake, Gamdhisagar lake, Peer lake, Moti lake,
Ganesh lake, Kot lake, Motiram lake, Vimal
lake, Kavandal lake, Pandharbodi lakes of
Maharashtra are conserved in the scheme.

Powai lake

5. Jal Shakti Abhiyan: The Jal Shakti
Abhiyan, a campaign that brought different
ministries and departments related to water
resources to work together under the Jal
Shakti Ministry, is an example. A
consultation organized in Pune on “Indian
Agriculture under 1.5 degrees temperature
rise”, Oct 2018 provided initial thoughts on
these aspects.

6. Swachh Bharat Mission:
 Segregation of Wet & dry waste.
 Ban on plastic polythene bags.
 To accelerate the efforts to achieve
universal sanitation coverage and to put
the focus on sanitation, the Prime Minister
of India had launched the Swachh Bharat
Mission on 2nd October 2014. Under the
mission, all villages, Gram Panchayats,
Districts, States and Union Territories in
India declared themselves "open-defecation
free" (ODF) by 2 October 2019, the 150th
birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, by
constructing over 100 million toilets in
rural India. To ensure that the open
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defecation free behaviours are sustained,
no one is left behind, and that solid and
liquid waste management facilities are
accessible, the Mission is moving towards
the next Phase II of SBMG i.e ODF-Plus.

7. Jalyukt Shivar Abhiyan (JSA): Jalyukt
Shivar Abhiyan scheme focuses on deepening
rivers and streams and constructing water
harvesting check dams to store more water
locally. This scheme is implemented in
isolation, i.e. without land and drainage line
treatments and with little community
engagement. Thus, it conflicts with the
healthy ecosystems approach of WSD and
the participatory governance principle of
EbA. It also generates social inequality as it
benefits only the valley areas and upstream
farmers (Bhadbhade et al., 2019; Kale et al.
2019).
8. Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayi Yojana
(PMKSY):
To secure agriculture, the Pradhan Mantri
Krishi Sinchayi Yojana (PMKSY) promotes
the construction of farm ponds across the
country. Besides the PMKSY, there are many
schemes in Maharashtra that promote farm
ponds. However, the thousands of farm
ponds constructed in the state have been
converted into surface storage tanks with
plastic lining, and filled with groundwater.
Farmers who can afford such measures can
protect their crops and are even assured a
summer harvest. However, environmental
losses due to evaporation, excessive
exploitation of groundwater aquifers and
the capture of groundwater by a few
farmers are not addressed in programme
design (Kale, 2017; W-CreS & WOTR,
2020). The depletion of groundwater by
excessive exploitation presents yet other
challenges (Srinivasan and Joy, 2019).
All kinds of ecosystems can be restored, including forests, farmlands, cities, wetlands
and oceans. Restoration initiatives can be launched by almost anyone, from
governments and development agencies to businesses, communities and individuals.
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Restoration can happen in many ways –
1. Plantation or by removing pressures so that nature can recover on its own. It is not
always possible – or desirable – to return an ecosystem to its original state. We still
need farmland and infrastructure on land that was once forest, for instance, and
ecosystems, like societies, need to adapt to a changing climate.
Plant trees: Tree planting is a simple and hugely popular restoration activity. You
can add trees to a garden, a public space, a farm, across a landscape or even a
whole country. Selective planting can revitalize a forest degraded by
overharvesting.
2. Forests and Trees: Forests and trees provide us with clean air and water, capture
vast amounts of climate-heating carbon and are home to most of Earth’s
biodiversity. They supply food and fodder, fuel and materials, and support the
livelihoods of billions of people.
3. Restore vegetation above and below the water: Protect and restore coastal
ecosystems including saltmarshes, mangroves, coral reefs, sea-grass meadows and
shellfish beds to boost their diversity and the habitats and benefits they provide. All
ecosystems are complex, so get expert advice for your location.
4. Rivers and Lakes: Freshwater ecosystems supply food, water and energy to billions
of people, protect us from droughts and floods, and provide unique habitat for
many plants and animals, including one-third of all vertebrate species.
5. Restore vegetation: Plant indigenous species to restore rich habitats along the banks
of rivers and lakes, create wildlife corridors, and create a buffer zone between the
water and sources of pollution, such as nearby industries or farms; remove invasive
alien species.
6. Plan sustainably: Develop fishing and harvesting plans that don’t deplete the water,
fish or other resources. Reduce and treat sewage, stop chemical pollutants,
industrial waste or other effluent entering into fresh water.
7. Protect peat-lands: Include these sensitive ecosystems in protected areas to prevent
their drainage, conversion and overuse. They control water supplies and prevent
floods and droughts and provide many people with food and fuel. They also house
plants and animals unique to these watery environments.
8. Protect Forest and restore nature: On a landscape scale, seek wide agreement on
the declaration of important freshwater ecosystems as protected areas. Remove
dams or other infrastructure that are no longer needed and restore natural river
flow.
9. Green public spaces: Design and support initiatives to restore waterways and
wetlands, plant indigenous trees, and create urban woodland and other wildlife
habitats along roads and railways and in public spaces. Rewilding public spaces by
mowing grass and cutting down plants attracts insects, birds, butterflies and even
mammals to return to the city.
10. Citizens for sustainability: Campaign for sustainable urban planning, including the
restoration of disused or contaminated sites, the inclusion of green spaces in new
housing developments, and strong public transport networks. Functioning urban
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11.

12.
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14.

ecosystems help clean our air and water, cool urban heat islands, shield us from
hazards and provide opportunities for rest and play. Faced with climate change,
more citizens get involved in “adopt-a-tree” initiatives that help ensure trees –
especially the young ones– are watered during dry spells. There are hubs for ideas
and initiatives for urban restoration, including the Urban Nature Atlas, the
CitiesWithNature initiative and the Nature of Cities platform.
Oceans and Coasts: Oceans and seas cover more than 70 per cent of the Earth.
These ecosystems regulate our climate and generate most of the oxygen we
breathe. They underpin key economic sectors, such as tourism and fisheries. And
they harbor biodiversity from, whales to plankton, in habitats from sun-lit reefs to
polar oceans.
Waste Clean-up: Mobilize all ages to gather the masses of household waste and
abandoned fishing gear that wash up on our beaches and shores. Recycle plastics
and other materials to keep them out of landfill. Stop using avoidable and
unnecessary plastic products. Watch out for micro-beads and micro-plastics hidden
in products! The more people take part, the more awareness grows of the need to
reduce waste and dispose of it properly. Adapt Reduce. Refuse, Recycle, Reuse,
and Restore policy in everyday life.
Farmlands and Grasslands: Farmlands and grasslands are perhaps our most vital
ecosystems. As well as supplying food, fodder, and fibre. Marked by centuries of
human effort and ingenuity, these ecosystems are cultural treasures whose
protection makes spiritual as well as economic sense.
Invest in nature: Use natural pest control and organic fertilizer on agricultural land
to build the health of your soil and the yields of your crops while reducing erosion.
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